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Majesty's fleets and armadas sailing to these parts whence most of
these Indies are supplied with everything they need, these gentlemen
(p. 26) determined to treat with the Englishman for the city's ran-
som. They went and in a chamber these two and deponent only
entered into conference with Captain Francis and his vice-admiral
and lieutenant-general1 and considered the matter of the ransom.
For the town, the artillery which he had taken with it, and his
prisoners, the governor offered twenty-five thousand ducats. As
though this were a jest Captain Francis replied that he would not
give the artillery alone for three times the sum offered to him. For
the ransom of the city he demanded five hundred thousand ducats
in gold and he maintained this demand as long as deponent was
present, and made many threats and boasts.
Whereupon the bishop and governor returned and in the village
of Turbaco called a meeting of all the people who could be assembled
who had houses and were interested in the city, that each man might
give his opinion as to what should be done with respect to the ran-
som. All were unanimous in agreeing that it was desirable to effect
this ransom, for many reasons which were set forth, and they gave
the bishop and the governor their hands on it, that they might con-
clude the matter, borrowing money to make the payment wherever
it could be found, and afterwards assign to each man his share as
might correspond to his property holding. Accordingly the procu-
rator general presented certain petitions (p. 27) and certain evidence
was taken and the governor issued a writ, to the records of all which
deponent refers.
Tristan de Orive Salazar and Lieutenant Diego Daga went in to
treat of the ransom with the Englishman and they say it was fixed
at one hundred ten thousand ducats, from which amount the
Englishman deducted three thousand. To raise this sum two hundred
bars of silver were borrowed from His Majesty, which silver Gero-
nimo de Hojeda, master, had turned over when his ship came into
this port. Monies which were in the possession of the depositary
general were borrowed, as well as from other persons, all of which was
necessary to raise so great a sum. And in deponent's presence
Tristan de Orive and Pedro Lopez Trevino paid it to the English-
man, of all which there is legalized record in deponent's possession.
Some persons have obligated themselves to refund to His Majesty
their share for the ransom of their houses according as these were
evaluated and appraised by the bishop and governor who are
charged with assigning to each the amount he is to pay; and now,
1 Gampmaster in the original. Garleill or Sergeant-major Powell?